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XX. —On neio Species of Histeridc\3 and Notices of others.

By G. Lewis, F.L.S.

[riate IX.]

This is the forty-first paper of tliis series, and it is cliiefly

concerned in eivinijj a Plate illustratino: some interestino;

species.

The measurements given by autliors in this and other

families, when only single specimens are avaihible, are some-
times misleading

—

&.g-, 1 have now an example of Platylister

procerus which measures 11^ mm., and another of Macro-
lister rohusticollis which measures 12^ mm., and a specimen
of Proholosternus africanus of 9 mm. The orioinal records

were 8|-9, 9, and 7 mm. respectively. The size given of a

species in the HisteridLe is only of an approximate value, but

it is essential that an accurate standard should be maintained

in using words such as ovalis, ohlongo-ovalis, subovalis,

hreviter-ovalis, and other terms employed by describers in

indicating the outline of a species.

List of Species, arranged genericalli/.

Ilololepta salva.

comis.

optiva.

higouiae, Lew.
Teretrius antelatus.

Coptosternus, gen. nov.

tarsalis.

Platylister procerus, Lew.

Platysoma mimicum.
Hister iuflexus.

Altlianus teretrioides, Lew.
Pachyloiualus falcatus.

Epitoxus subniber.

asciims.

Hetaerius cariuistriiis, Lew.

HoloJepta salva, sp. n.

Oblonga, depressa, nigra, uitida ; fronte leviter impressa, hand
striata; proiioto stria marginali tenui ; elytris striis,subliumerali

utrinque abbreviata, 1-2 dorsalibus sat longis, 1 appeiidice recto
;

propygidio punctis Bparsis cincto apice biimpresso ; tibiis auticis

4-dentatis.

L. lU^ mill, (absque mandibulis).

Oblong, depressed, black, and sliining; the Iiead very

minutely, not closely punctulate, forehead slightly impressed;

the tliorax, marginal stria tine, except near the anterior angle
;

the fossette is nearly circular and close to the angle (more so

than in lucida, Lee), along the sides are a very f < w small

and somewhat obscure scattered punctures ; the elytra, sub-
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liumeral stria is wide in the middle and well sliortened at

both ends, first dorsal basal and well marked, with a rather

long and straight appendage, with a puncture within its

apical end, representing, perhaps, an appendage to the second

stria, second stria also basal and half the length of the first
;

the propygidiuni is bi-impressed posteriorly, and in the im-
pressions the punctures are somewhat closf, on either side

there are a few ocellate punctures, along the base and on the

disc the punctures are very small and few; the pygidium is

cofirsely and densely punctate ; the mentum is rather wide
and the carina obscure, being seen only in certain lights

;

the prosternum is triangularly widened at the base and the

anterior lobe is laterally striate ; the anterior tibiae are

4-dentate.

This species differs from all the known Asian species by
the position of the thoracic fossettes ; those of 11. dyak are

very similar, but the thoracic angle is emarginate and the

fossette is behind the emargination.

Eah. Sikkim and Trichinopoly, India.

Ilololepta comis, sp. n.

OLlongo ovalis, rlepressa, nigra, nitida ; fronte bistriata
;

pronoto
laterihus modice punctate ; clj tris stria 1 dorsali in medio
evanescenti vel subiuterrui^ta

;
propygidio bifoveolato, circum

grosse et minute punctate
;

pygidio dense punctato.

L. 71 mill, (absque mandibulis).

Oblong-oval, depressed, black, and shining; the head bi-

striate, with a very fine punctuation above ; the thorax,

lateral stria ceases after passing the anterior angle, within
tiie stria in the median area there is a small cluster of punc-
tures which are continued anteriorly in fewer and finer

points; the elytra, subhumeral stria reaches the base, is very
broad in the middle and a little shortened before the apex,
first dorsal fine and broken or evanescent before the middle,
second short, basal, with a very small appendage at the apex

;

the propygidiuni has two shallow fovese punctate, the disc is

smooth and surrounded with scattered punctures of various
sizes, a few near the middle being the largest ; the pygidium
is densely punctate ; the prosternum, keel narrow but trian-

gularly wide at the base ; the anterior tibias are 4-(lentate,

the two at the apex are robust and close together, the inter-

mediate are 3-dentate, with the apical tooth bifid.

Ilah. Congo liivor. One female example.
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Ilolulepta optiva, sp. n.

Oblonga, depressa, nigra, nitida ; fronte bistriata, minutissime

punctulata
;

pronoto lateribus punctate; elytris stria 1 in-

tegris, 2 brevi appeudice parvo aucta, 3 basali
;

propygidio antice

lateribusque grosse, in medio tenuissime piiuctulato
;

pygidio

dense punctato
;

prosterno angusto basi triangiilatim dilatato.

L. 6^ mill, (absque mandibulis).

Oblong, depressed, black, and shining ; the head bistriate,

surface very finely punctulate ; the thorax, lateral stria rather

fine, hamate behind the angle, with a narrow lateral band o£

punctures, some elongate or confluent in the median area

and anteriorly behind the angle spread out somewhat ; the

elytra, subhumeral stria slightly abbreviated posteriorly, the

first dorsal fine but distinctly complete, second short, also

fine, and about one-fifth of the elytral length, with a very
short apical appendage, third basal and scarcely visible ; the

propygidium bit'oveolate and encircled with rather large

punctures, some at the sides obscurely ocellate, the punctures

inwardly diminish in size until those on the disc are few and
very fine ; the pygidium is densely punctate, some points

being confluent ; the prosternum, keel narrow, with a widened
triangular base ; the anterior tibiae are 4-dentate, the apical

teeth are obtuse and close together.

This is a very distinct species, but the male is unknown.
Hub. Ogoone, French Congo. One female example.

HoJolepta }iijonue, Lew., 1894.

I have an example of this species from Laos, Tonking. I

found it originally in South Japan, and took it in considerable

numbers.

Tereirius autelatus, sp. n.

Cyliiidricus, subelongatus, niger, uitidus, undique punctulatus

;

pronoto ad angiilos obscure rufo
;

prosterno punctato, striis fere

parallelis, antice forte marginato ; mesosterno metasternoque

sparse punctatis
;

pygidio baud transverso ; tibiis anticis 7-S

deuticulatis.

L. 3i mill.

Oylindrical, somewhat elongate, black, and shining; the

head convex and finely punctulate ; the thorax (and upper

surface generally) more clearly and evenly jjunctulate, ante-

rior angles obscurely reddish, marginal stria well marked at

the sides and very fine behind the head ; the pygidium is
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longer and less transverse ihaii that of piinefitlatasj Fiilirs.,

and others ; the prosternuin, the anterior lobe is markedly
marginate, the lateral striae are almost parallel^, very slightly

diverging anteriorly, keel and lobe rather coarsely, not closely

punctate, with a line of punctures along the strice j the nitso-

sternum is also markedly marginate, and the surface and that

of the metasternum sparingly punetulate ; the anterior tibia3

are 7—8-denTiculate.

This species is narrower (less robust) than jmnctulatus,

Fiilirs., and the other chief distinguishing characters are the

more strongly bordered anterior margin of the prosternun^i,

and its striai are more paiallel, scarcely diverging anteriorly,

and the punctures of the meso- and metasterna are larger.

Ilah. Congo State,

C0PT0STi:iiXUS, gen. nov.

This genus is founded to receive a single species from
Madagascar which suj)eificially somewhat resembles j\l(icro-

sternus, but the body is less depressed, and the other characters

which will not peimit its inclusion in it are: the pygidium

is convex, the prosternal keel is wide ami truncate at both

ends, the mesosternum is very broad and nearly straight (not

sinuous) anteriorly, the anterior tibiaj are outwardly denti-

culate, tarsal groove not sinuous, and the tarsi are pilose

beneath. The form of the forehead (without striae) and the

form of the thorax are very siu)ilar to those o'i Macrosternus

;

the dorsal sutural stria is bent like that of the American
Ulster curvatus, Er., but this being a character of many
African species of Ulster, it cannot be considered an

important one.

Cojitosternus tarsaJis, sj). n.

Ovatus, deprcssus, niger, nitidus ; frotile levitcr ini])ressa baud
Blriata; pronoto latcribus punctulato, stria niur-jjiiiali Integra;

elytris striis 1-3 intogris, 4-5 brovissiinis, suturali subintcgra

arcuata
;

pygidiu puuluin convcxo ; tibiis anticis deuticulato,

tarsis hirsutis.

L. G mill.

Oval, depressed, black, and shining; the head slightly

impressed anteriorly, not striate, surface sparsely punetulate;

the thorax, marginal stria line and complete, sides punctured

like the head ; the elytra without a subhunjeral stria, dorsal

striae 1-3 complete, 4-5 very short and apical and nearly

meet |josteriorly, sutural bowed and slightly abbreviated at

the base; the propygidiiim ami j)}gidium are somewhat
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closely but not coarsely punctured, tlie latter is slightly con-
vex ; the prosternum, keel is broad and flat and truncate at

both end'^, the hxteral striaa are very tine and feebly sinuous

before tlie coxte, within the strict and parallel to them is a

very shallow channel, more conspicuous than the striae and
shortened a little at the base; the niesosternum is transverse

and narrow, but relatively as bi'oad as in Macros iernus

lofcrtei, anteriorly it is almost straight, not sinuous, across

the middle there is a bowed striaj somewhat fine, and it does

not reach the outer edges; the anterior tibiae are 10-11-
denticulate and all the tarsi are distinctly hirsute.

Hah. Fianrantsoa, Madagascar.

PlatyVister procerus. Lew.

I have specimens of this species which measure 11^ mm.,
as stated in the preamble ; the raesosternal marginal stria is

traceable in the type behind the emargination, but it is not

so seen in other examples. The localities of the species are

Kumaon, Sikkim, and Yunnan, and it has been found in the

burrows of a loiigicorn in willows.

Plattjsoma viiim'cum, sp. n.

Oblougo-ovatum, convexiusculum, nigrum, nitidum
; fronte stria

late arcuata
;

pronoto stria integra, margine laterali parallela
;

elytris striis 1-6 integris, 4 parum abbreviata, o et suturali

dimidiatis
;

pygidio transverso puuctato apice lievi
;

prosteriio

angustato ; mesosterno emarginato, stria integra.

L. 2| mm.

Oblong-oval, little convex, black, and shining ; the head
microscopically punctulate, stria comj)lete, widely bowed
from side to side ; the thorax, lateral stria complete and
rather close to the margin, strongest behind the head, with u

small antescutellar |)uncture ; the elytra, striae 1—3 complete,

4 little shortened at the base, with a basal puncture, 5 and
sufural dimidiate ; the propygidium is rather coarsely and
somewhat unevenly punctate, v.ith a narrow posterior margin
smooth ; the pygidium has similar punctures transversely

placed close to the base, leaving the apex widely smooth ; the

mesosterimm strongly nnuf^inale, stria following the contour

of the emargination and continuing laterally to the base of

the metasternum, suiface of the sterna microscopically [>uuc-

tulate ; the anteiior tibiaj are 5-denticulate.

The sculpture of the pygidia and the form of the thoracic

stria resemble I\ j>jfjidinle, Lew., but this species has an
oval outline.

Ilah. (Jhambaganor, ^Liduia, India.
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Hister injlexusj sp. n.

Ovalis, convexus, niger, nitidus ; fronte biimpressa punchilata

;

pronoto striis lateralibus integris ; elytris striis 1-3 integris,

sulurali ante medium abbreviata
;

proin-gidio p3-gidioqiie sat

dense et grosse punctatis ; mesosteruo sinuato conspicue mar-

ginatoque ; tibiis auticis 5-deutatis.

L, 5\ mill.

Ova], convex, black, and sliinin<]:; ; tlie liead, stria nearly

stiaif^'ht anteriorly, surface and also the mandibles ratiier

closely punctulate, behind the stria are two feeble impres-

sions ; the thorax is very feebly punctulate, with two lateral

striai, the external anteriorly passes the angle, internal is

crenulate behind the head and not interrupted ; the elytra,

stripe, there is no subhumeral, 1—3 dorsal are complete, the

first turns towards the second at the base, and the interstice

between the second and third widens out anteriorly; tlie

pygidia are somewhat closely punctate, and some of the

punctures are ocellate, esi)ecially on the outer parts ; the

mesosteriiuni is sinuous and markedly maroinatc, the marginal

stria laterally does not quite reach the nietasternal suture;

the anterior tibite are 5-dentate, the two apical teeth are close

together and have a common base.

Tills is only the fourth species of Tlister recorded from

Madagascar; Ilisier goudod and cequlslrius, Mars., are now
assigned to Atholus.

Huh. Madagascar.

AUhanus teretri'cid'^s, Lew. (PI. TX. fig. 3.)

The tibife of this species are similar to many Trypanm, but
]\lr. Arrow informs me that some of the Lamellicornes, such
as Parastasia and its allies, also have similar tibise; so this

stiucture need not disturb my systematic arrangement of the

Histeridae in placing it in the section with emarginate or

sinuous mesosttrna.

Pacliylomalus falcatuSf sp. n.

EUipticus, convexus, nigor, nitidus; P. musculo ioTvao. simillimis, at

differt mesosturiio utrinquc arcuatiiu striato.

L. 2A mill.

Ijllij)tical, convex, black, and shining, with the legs ferru-

ginous, ui)per surface very lindy punctuhite, the marginal
stria of tlie iiead fine and conn)lele, thoracic antescutellar

striie oblique, the prostcrual striae arc not inturned at the
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base, tlie mesosternum luis an arcuate stria on eacli side of

tlie emargination, the transverse stria is moderately bowed.
In this gemis I^. leo, tuherosus, and faleatus liave lateral

niesosternal strife, but they are not marginal. P. mus, mas-
culus, andrewesi, and victor have only the transverse stria.

Hub. Montalvan, near Manila [E. Simon). Two female

examples.

Epitoxus subruher, sp. n.

Suborbicularis, convexus, nitidus ; fronte puncticulata stria antice

late interrupta
;

pronoto lateribus punctato ; el3'tris obscure

rufis, striis 1-4 et suturali integris, 2 posterioribus basi arcuatim
junctis, 5 in medio abbreviata

;
pygidio vix dense punctulato

;

tibiis 8-9-denticulatis.

L. 23-3 mill.

Somewhat orbicular in outline, convex, with the legs and
antennte and the elytra (except on the disc) obscurely reddish

;

the head punctulate, stria well-marked laterally, widely inter-

rupted in front ; tlie thorax, marginal stria complete, sides

distinctly punctured, disc very tiuely punctulate, scutellar

impression obscurely biarcuate ; the elytra minutely punctu-
late, striae 1—4 and sutural complete, the two last joining at

the base, 5 dimidiate ; the pj'gidia are somewhat closely

punctulate, the points varying in size; the prosternum bi-

striate, keel clearly (not thickly) punctured; the mesosternum,
marginal stria coni|dete, close to the edge and feebly crenu-

late, surface sparingly punctulate, transverse stria finely and
evenly crenulate, surfaces of the metasternum and first

abdominal segment punctulate ; the anterior tibiae 8-9-

denticulate.

The interrupted frontal stria and the colour of the elytra

are peculiar to this species amongst those at present knouii.

Ilab. Abyssinia. In the British Museum and my own
collection.

Epitoxus ascinnsj sp. n.

Ilotundatus, convexus, niger, nitidus ; fronte plana, stria antice

utrinque sinuosa
;

pronoto ante scutellum biarcuatim impresso

disco laevi lateribus parce punctato ; elytris striis 1-4 et suturali

integris, 2 posterioribus basi arcuatim junctis, 5 in medio abbre-

viata
;

propygidio pygidioque parce punctatis
;

prosterno bistriuto ;

mesosterno marginato, stria tiausvcrsa baud crenulato ; tibiis

anticis 8-dcnticulatis.

L. 2A mill.

This species closely resembles brevitiscuhi.t, Mars. The
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frontal stria, liou'ever, is not circular, the disc o£ the thorax

is smooth, the pyo-idia are less closely ])uncturedj the meso-
sternum is more finely marginata, and the transverse stria is

not crenulate; the metasternum has a few punctures at the

base placed transversely near the coxae.

E. bi-eviusculus, Mars, (which has a wide distribution from
the Cape to the Congo River), has the tratisverse meso-
sternal stria finely yet markedly crenulate ; but Marseul did

not refer to it. 'J'he sutural stria in both species joins the

fourth dorsal at the base.

Hub. Coiifi^o River.

Iletceriiis carinistri'ufi, Lew. Ann. & Mag. Nat. Hist.

ser. 8, vol. xii. p. 85 (1913).

I believe that only one example of this American species

is known, and it is therefore desirable to give a woodcut of it.

Hctarius cariuisiriif^H, Lew.

EXPLANATIONOF PLATE \X.

I'lf/. '2. lllntcr terrcHHs, Low.
Fii/.?>. A/f/ianiix tcrrfridi'IfK, ],f^\v. f] a. Til)in

T'if/. 4. Mff/a/(iriYfri(!< niliriratiiK, licw.

Fiff. 5. I'clorunm cnriimln^, \a'\\.

Fif/. 0. coHli/wniiis, I^cw. (i a. Py^iflifl.coHli/wniiis, ]j('\v. (i a. Py^iflifl.

(Icnsistriiiit, Lew. 7 (i. Pyf^idia.

w.

Fi;/. 7. fh'n.figlniiK, Lew. i k.

Fif/. 8. Vnpni.reiiuH ojxicijwtmiif, Le
Fiy. 9. Terajtus hicai iiialtix, Lew.


